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of the wearing labor of inculcating sound morals and
manners in our children.
Private property, also, which we have seen to be a
feature of society organized in accordance with the
natural conditions of the struggle for existence produces
inequalities between men. The struggle for existence
is aimed against nature. It is from her niggardly hand
that we have to wrest the satisfactions for our needs,
but our fellow-men are our competitors for the meager
supply. Competition, therefore, is a law of nature.
Nature is entirely neutral; she submits to him who
most energetically and resolutely assails her. She
grants her rewards to the fittest, therefore, without
regard to other considerations of any kind. If, then,
there be liberty, men get from her just in proportion to
their works, and their having and enjoying are just in
proportion to their being and their doing. Such is the
system of nature. If we do not like it, and if we try to
amend it, there is only one way in which we can do it.
We can take from the better and give to the worse.
We can deflect the penalties of those who have done
ill and throw them on those who have done better.
We can take the rewards from those who have done
better and give them to those who have done worse.
We shall thus lessen the inequalities. We shall favor
the survival of the unfittest, and we shall accomplish
this by destroying liberty. Let it be understood that
we cannot go outside of this alternative: liberty, in-
equality, survival of the fittest; not-liberty, equality,
survival of the unfittest. The former carries society
forward and favors all its best members; the latter
carries society downwards and favors all its worst
members.
For three hundred years now men have been trying